
ADDICTED TO WAR takes on the most active, powerful and destructive military force in 
the world. It reveals why the U.S. has been involved in more wars in recent years than any other 
country. Hard-hitting and carefully documented, this book cites 145 references, indicating 
published sources of information. An ‘un-put-down-able ’ expose, which you might read in two 
hours, but won’t forget it in a hurry. 

“Our young people will learn more about the cult of militarism in this short and accurate book, 
than they might in twelve years of schooling. Witholding this kind of information from the 
young is a betrayal of the sacred trust given to educators... Promulgating this book is a 
consciousness raising and life saving venture.” 

- Blase Bonpane, Ph.D., Director, Office of the Americas 



“...a rare gift. This book should be read by every person who cares about the human condition. 
It reveals truths that (are vital) to understand if we are ever to experience peace and justice for 
all the people of the earth.” 

- Fr. Roy Bourgeois, founder of ‘School of the Americas Watch ’ 



“Addicted to War is not only a witty and entertaining portrait of our military war dependent 
economy, but a truly relevant insight not available in mainstream media, something our children 
should know before they must make their choice to become fodder for the military machine.” 
- Susan Sarandon, Actress 



“Brilliant!... an excellent teaching tool and primer to help people understand some of the 
things that really drive this country The art is fabulous, and helps to take the sting out of such 
a grisly subject.” 

- Michael Ruppert, former LAPD Narcotics Officer 



“Addicted To War is an extraordinarily important and powerful little book ...” 
- Ron Kovic, Vietnam veteran, author of “ Born on the 4th of July” 



“This book analyses why (some) men are addicted to righting and killing - an addiction that 
could, in this nuclear age, destroy all life on earth, creating the final epidemic of the human 
race.” 

- Helen Caldicott, pediatrician, peace activist, author of “Missile Envy’ 



“The idiocy of war is apparent... Hopefully, this political comic can pierce the tough hide of 
man’s mind and heart.” 

- Edward Asner, Actor 



“Addicted to War is a tremendous tool that could change the course of our nation. It must be 
published in the millions and taught in every school in America.” 

- Russell Means, American Indian Patriot 



“How can we wean ourselves from our dismal addiction to war? This book is a fine starting 
point. Reading it will help people get on the road to recovery.” 

Kathy Kelly, F ounder, ‘ Voices in the Wilderness ’ . 



“For those who have created a wall in their mind to resist questioning what the powers-that- 
be have taught them, this book may be the right battering ram.” 

- William Blum, Author of “Killing Hope” and “Rogue State” 



“This is the most important comic book ever written. To be a true patriot (in the American 
revolutionary sense) is to understand U.S. foreign policy in all it’s horrific cruelty. It is my hope 
that you read this book and pass it along to as many people as you can.” 

- Woody Harrelson, Actor 



“... must reading for Americans of all ages, who are concerned with understanding the true 
nature of U.S. foreign policy and how it affects us.” 

- Martin Sheen, Actor 



“I have come to the conclusion that if we don’t change from a value system based on the love 
of money and power, over to one based on compassion and generosity, we will be extinct this 
century. We need a brief earthquake to wake up humanity at every level so that we can reverse 
this horror. Addicted to War is such an earthquake. 1 ' 

Patch Adams, Doctor 



“As we’re goose-stepping our way into the new millennium, Addicted to War provides us with an opportunity 
to see ourselves as others see us.” 

Kris Kristofferson, Singer/ Songwriter 



“Once our troops in Iraq, who are risking life and limb, discover what lies beyond the rhetoric of war - the 
greed and the unstated agendas -will they feel as I did? Many years ago in Korea, I believed I was serving a 
righteous cause. When the reality jarred my assumptions, I first reacted angrily. My honor was offended. Then I 
met other ex-military (service-men) who were using their experience - even their anger and grief - to educate 
everyone they could to the realities of war. They helped me understand my motives were okay, but the policies I 
was asked to support, were not. We banded together to use our experience to help head off future wars through 
education. One of our most effective tools is Addicted to War.” 

Wilson (Woody) Powell, Executive Director, Veterans for Peace 



“... one point (is) perfectly clear. We can bomb the world to pieces, but we can’t bomb it into peace! 
- Michael Franti, Musician, Spearhead 



Author’s Preface to the Indian Edition 

I wrote and illustrated the first edition of Addicted to War following the first U.S. war against Iraq in 1992. 
The people of this country had been shielded from the truth about that and previous wars waged by the United 
States. My aim was to present information difficult to find in the mainstream news media (which had been 
largely reduced to wartime cheerleaders). I also wanted to explain this country’s extraordinary predilection to 
go to war. 

Ten years later, events compelled me to update the book. Under the second Bush Administration, the chronic 
U. S. addiction to war reached a new level of intensity. The September 1 1 , 200 1 attacks provided an opportunity 



for George W, Bush to declare a “war on terrorism,” which in practice has turned out to be an endless binge of 
war-making. 

The second edition of Addicted to War was published in early 2002, following the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan. 
The Bush Administration then turned to preparing for a new war against Iraq. A thin rhetorical veneer about 
combating terrorism and the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction hardly concealed its underlying war 
aims: to impose a new U.S. client regime in the Middle East and assure control over a country that has the second 
largest known oil reserves in the world. 

As this Indian edition goes to press, the U.S. military is occupying both Afghanistan and Iraq. In an effort to 
quell armed resistance, it is taking increasingly harsh punitive measures against the civilian population of both 
countries, inspiring fear and indignation. This is feeding a bitter spiral of violence that has repercussions around 
the world, and within the U.S. itself 

The domestic costs of this growing addiction to war are now being felt more acutely in the United States. 
Soldiers and their families are paying the heaviest price, but everyone is affected. Skyrocketing military spending 
is contributing to huge government deficits, which are causing a new round of sharp cuts in domestic programs, 
including education, medical care, housing, public transportation, and environmental protection. At the same 
time, the “war on terrorism” is being used as an excuse to step up police surveillance, eroding our civil liberties. 

The bellicose path followed by the United States has placed all people around the world in greater danger, 
and this danger can be felt palpably in India and other countries of South Asia. Far from reducing terrorism and 
the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, present U.S. policies are aggravating both. 

On the one hand, the two unstable U.S. occupation regimes in the heart of the Muslim world - together with 
U.S. support for the Israeli occupation of Palestine - continue to fuel violence. On the other hand, the persisting 
development of nuclear weapons by the United States, (despite the collapse of its erstwhile Soviet adversary), 
and its snubbing of treaties that banned nuclear testing and the development of anti-ballistic missile systems, 
have spurred other countries to follow suit. As a result of both trends, an ominous pall of war - and possible 
nuclear holocaust - hangs over the Indian subcontinent today. Indeed, no region on earth is safe. 

While Addicted to War was originally written for American readers, people in India will also have reason to 
read it. There are all too many, not only in the United States but also around the world, who have had little 
opportunity to leam about the bloody and inglorious history recounted in these pages. This book also explains 
how America’s addiction to war harms the common people in the United States, even while it provides great 
wealth for others. 

I imagine that in India and other countries, the United States must seem like a monolithic bully with a largely 
quiescent and complicit population. But we also have a strong tradition of opposing militarism, and this tradition 
is being rejuvenated in a vibrant anti-war movement today. This book shares part of the efforts we in the United 
States are making to stay the hand of the militarists in Washington. I hope its publication in India will help 
facilitate the linking of anti-war efforts by people in both countries as one step in building wider collaboration 
around the world - as equals -to bring about a saner future. In the end, we are all ‘in the same boat,’ 

So many people have contributed to the creation of this book that it is impossible to tha nk them all here. 
Instead, I will mention only three: My mother, Carol Andreas, who introduced me to anti-war activities; my 
father, Carl Andreas, who originally encouraged me to write the book; and Frank Dorrel, whose tireless promotion 
made a new post-9- 1 1 edition both possible and irresistible. 

I would also like to thank Bharat and Vinita Mansata of Earthcare Books for taking the initiative to bring out 
this Indian edition of Addicted to War. 

Joel Andreas 

Baltimore, Maryland, USA 

December 2003 



Indian Publisher’s Foreword 



Big problems numb the mind and dwarf the imagination. But by refusing to look at them, they don’t go away. 
Joel Andreas has taken up a daunting subj ect and brilliantly presented it in a concise, forthright and lucid manner, 
such that even a teenager is able to read through and comprehend! 

In our times, resistance and creativity must walk hand in hand. No tranquil corner is insulated from the rapid, 
unsettling pace of events invading our lives. The surfeit of institutional madness around us cannot go unchallenged. 
But only resistance can be emotionally exhausting. All of us need something to look forward to, some inspiration 
to sustain our energy, and innovative ideas to keep our hope alive. Our creativity faces an awesome challenge, as 
never before, to transcend our alarming predicament, and aspire to nurture a more enlightened world to pass on 
to our children, and their children... 

The advance of human civilization, and of each individual, is often a self-fulfilling prophecy. What we 
believe possible, tends to become possible. Evolution is this incredible movement of surmounting the dysfunctional 
and shaping the new to higher and wider possibilities. 

Gandhi drew inspiration from the great American, Henry David Thoreau, and his essay on ‘Civil Disobedience ’ , 
to launch in India Satyagraha, a broad based people’s resistance in defense of truth and justice. Many years 
earlier, in the U.S., Thoreau was arrested when he refused to pay his ‘war taxes’ in protest against U.S. invasion 
and annexation of huge chu nk s of Mexican territory. Ralph Waldo Emerson, the well-known American poet, 
visited Thoreau in prison, and jokingly asked: “What are you doing in there?” Thoreau replied, “What are you 
doing out there?” 

Someday, and it is urgent, we should look forward to (and work towards) a new, deeply fraternal theme in our 
human adventure. May this culminate in a fresh chapter of civilization, one that would provide a befitting, new 
conclusion to this book, ‘Free from War 1 , or ‘How the U.S. and the World Kicked Militarism’. 

Yes, our problems are overbearingly huge, and we do need a miracle. But all of creation is infused with the 
miraculous. Each flower that blossoms, and every child born into this world, is a reassurance of some unseen - 
but so well organized - divine power, that it has not abdicated our earth, or lost hope in humanity. 

It’s high time now for many, many more of us to put on our thinking caps, thirst humbly for that creative 
inspiration, and plunge deeper into our new, more authentic and satisfying act. 



About Earthcare Books: 

We are a publisher and distributor of books focusing on environmental issues, justice and an alternative path 
of progress in hannony with nature and fellow humans. We believe that an understanding of our problems and 
their roots must be supplemented with a vision of what needs to be done, or is being done. 

Besides critiques of destructive ‘development’, some of the areas we emphasize are; 

• care of our natural wealth (soil, water, forests, biodiversity) 

• ecological agriculture, natural/organic farming and traditional systems 

• indigenous and other appropriate technologies 

• non-formal education with a vision 

• natural health and healing 

• alternative lifestyles, cultures and world-views 

For our detailed catalogue, write to:Earthcare Books, 10 Middleton Street, Calcutta 700 071, 

India 

Phone:91-33-22296551 
E-mail: earthcarebooks@vsnl.com 



Bharat Mansata 



Note on the U.S. and Translated Editions Photograph and Drawing Credits 

I first read the original 1992 edition of Addicted to War three years ago. My immediate response was to buy 
100 copies. That’s how good I thought it was. Then I learned it was out of print. I located the author, Joel 
Andreas, and convinced him to update the book. In April 2002, 1 published a new edition with the help of AK 
Press. The response has been tremendous. Since then, nearly 100,000 copies have been distributed in the United 
States, 

In the U.S., Addicted to War is being used as a textbook by many high school and college teachers. Peace 
organizations are selling the book at anti-war rallies, teach-ins, and smaller events. It is showing up in schools, 
churches, and public libraries. More and more bookstores are carrying it, including progressive independents, 
national chains, and comic book stores. Individuals are ordering multiple copies to give to friends, co-workers, 
and relatives. I have received thousands of calls, email messages, and letters from people telling me how much 
they love this book! 

There are also plans to make an animated documentary film, a radio play and a stage production, based on the 
book. A Japanese translation of Addicted to War has sold over 70,000 copies and editions in Korean, German, 
Spanish, Thai, Danish and other languages have been published, or are in the works. If you are interested in 
publishing Addicted to War in another language, please contact me at: 

Fra nk Dorrel 

P.O.Box 3261 

Culver City, CA 9023 1-3261, USA 

310-838-8131 

fdorrel@addictedtowar.com 

www. addictedtowar. com 

December 2003 



A concise history... forthright, lucid, potent! 

“Addicted to War is a witty and devastating portrait of U.S. military policy...” 

- Howard Zinn, author of A Peoples History of the United States 



“As a veteran of three wars, World War II through Vietnam, with 33 years of Army service, I find this book 
the most truthful recitation of our government’s policies available anywhere” 

- Col. James Burkholder, US. Anny, Retired 

“The enormous criminal impact of U.S. militarism ... is hard to grasp. This book makes it easier to understand A 
Now we must ACT.” 

Ramsey Clark, fonner Attorney General of the U. S., and author of The Fire This Time 



“The U.S., with 4.5% of the world’s population, arrogantly plunders the worlds resources and cultures to 
support its American way of life. (This book) illustrates why the U.S. is necessarily dependent on war to feed its 
shameful consumption patterns “ 

S . Brian Willson, Vietnam veteran and anti-war activist 



“Bitterly amusing, lively and richly informative. For people of all ages, who want to understand the link 
between U.S. militarism, foreign policy, and corporate greed at home and abroad. Political comics at its best.” 
Michael Parenti, author of History as Mystery and Kill a Nation 



“Addicted to War should be required reading for every student... to help understand the consequences of U.S. 
militarism for people here and around the world “ 

- Rev. J.M. Lawson, colleague of Martin Luther King Jr. from 1957 to 1968 



Later that evening: 
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At the next school 
board meeting : 



/I'm sorry, 

( local +»Jc 









A huge part of the money the |RS takes out of our paychecks 
goes to support the military. Military spinning adds up to 
mor® than half of the federal Governments annual 
discretionary spendmg- 
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Hie United States maintains -Hie largest and 

most powerful military in history U S. 

warships dominate the ocean s, its missiles 
and bombers can strike targets on every 
continent, and hundreds of thousands of 
(J.S. troops are stationed overseas. Every 
few years the U.5. sends soldiers, warships 
and warplanes to -Pig ht in distant countries. 
Many countries goto war, but the- U.S. is 
unique in both the size and power of its 
military and its propensity to use it 



The costs of being a military Superpower 
and Waging Vvtf$ around the world are 
high because, hundreds of billions of 
do//ars are funnel ed to the Pentagon 
every year, the government skimps on 
*, provid ing for basic needs of people 
lj here at home. Cutbacks m Social 
W programs have caused far more 
r devastation in this country C (J V 
than any foreign army 
ever has. * lHfRi 



Foreign wars also 
bring bloody 
retaliation against 
the 0-S. - such as 
the terrorist 
attacks that took 
the Jives of 
thousands of people 
at the fenfagon 
and the World Trade 
Center 









Two cervfuri&s ago, the United 
states was a collection of thirteen 
Smell colonie* on +he Atlantic 

coast of North America. "Today 

it dominates tbdglohfi in a way 

that everi the most powerful of 

past empires could not have 

‘imagined. 



f The path to world 
power has not been b> 

peaceful c 
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Chapter 1 

’'Manifest Destiny” 



When in the 
course of human 
events it becomes 
necessary tor one 
people to dissolve 
the political bands 
which have connected 
them with another, 
and assume, among 
the Powers of +he 
earth, the separate 
and eoual station to 
which The Laws of , 
Nature and of A 

Nature's God A 

v entitle them ...’ 1 /m 




Unfortunately^ 
after they 
Won the right 
to determine 
their own 
destiny they 
thought they 

should 

determine 
everyone j 
\ eises too/ / 



"Thomas Jefferson, 

from -Hie Declaration * 
Independence. >776 



The leaders of -the nevdy 
Independent Co|onifeS 
believed that they were 
preordained to rule flll of North 
America. This was so obvious to 
them that they called it 
"Manifest Destiny.” (J 



We most march ^ 
•from ocean to ocean 
... It is the destiny 
of the white race.” 



Representative Giles 

of Mankind 







"This "manifest 
destiny” soon 
led to genocidal 
wars against 
the Native 
American 
peoples. The US. 
Army ruthlessly 
seized their 
land, driving 
Them west and 
slaughtering 
those who J 
resisted. 




>>?. 

: , v. - ^ \ • iiSt^r^%ia> * 



hiSMgy 






:-i v-vo: i : 

. v— V.'- 






V, -'■■ 



During the century that -followed the 
American Revolution, the Native 
American peoples were defeated 
one by one, their lands were taken, 
and they were confined to reser- 
vations- The number of dead has 
never been counted. 3 <st the tragedy 
did not end with the dead- The 
Native peoples' way c£ fete was 

devast ated. © © 

f\ can still seethe butchered \ 
/ women and children lying heaped i 
/ and scattered all along the 
/ crooked gulch as plain as when 
i saw them with eyes still young. 
And l can see that Something 
else died there in the bloody / 

mud, and was buried in the / 

buzzard. A people's dream died / 
\ there. It was a beautiful dream J 
\ ...the natiorfe hoop is / 
\ broken and scattered. 





In Congress the war 
against Me*ko was 
justified with speeches about 
the glory of expanding 



Kuril i>D*F ra 



but in truth it was 
the Southern slave 
owners' thirst tor 
land and the lure of 
Western geld that 
inspired these 

speeches. General Zachary Taylor 

© Ordered %c.aree> of U.5. soMier-s 

exe-cu-t-ed -fw refusing +o fighrt fn Mercico. 




With -their domain now stretching -from coast 
to coast +He "Manifest Destiny" crowd 
began to dream of an overseas empire. 
Economic -factors drove these ambitions. 
Col. Charles Derby, a railroad magnate ard 
an ardent expansionist, argued: 

f tor condition at home 
Wcing os -to commercial 
msion-. Day by day, 
fue-Kon is exceeding j 

ie consumption.. We J 
2 after markets, the / 
eatest markets / 
in 4he world.” //l) 



Calls for empire were echoing 
through the halls of WWvington. 

^Tf.rmiy believe tha^^wherT^X 
any territory outside the \ 
present territorial limits of the \ 
United States becomes necessary] 
■for our defense or essential far I 
our commercial development, J 
y we ought to lose no time in J 
/acquiring it.*' 



Senator Oreille Platt 

of Cortriec4icu+, is<f4 



1o become a world 
power the U.s. built 
a world-class navy 
A gung-ho Theodore 
Roosevelt was put 
in charge of it. 

® 



/"I should 
welcome almost 
any war, -for I 
think this 
country needs 
y one.” 

Roosavc It, 1897 




The nevt year, taking 2 fancy t» several Spanish 
colonies, including Cuba and the Philippines, -the 
US. declared war on Spain. Rebel armies were 
already fighting for independence in both countries 
and Spain was on the verge of defeat. Washington 
declared that it was on the rebels* side and Spain 
quickly capitulated. 6ut the u.s. soon made it clear 
that if had no intention of jeavinq. 

3 — _© 

/“The Philippines are 

( 00 rs forever... and just \ 
%. ,-jv.A f beyond the Philippines are ' 

<$ / j A Chinafc illimitable markets , 

\ (m&' — \ ...the Pacif ic is our / 



ocean/ 




Sen-a+or Albert 
©eve ridge 

of Indiana, WOO 



And for the Senator, 
the Pacific was only 
the beginnings 



f “The power that\ 
rules the Padf fc is \ 
the power that rules 
tne world... That power 
is and will -forever be the 
American Repubtic.”y 








Elaborate racist theories were, invented to justify 
Colonialism -and -these theories were adopted 
enthusiastically in Washington. 

/* Ws are the ruling race of the v^dA 
/ ...W*. will not renounce our part in the \ 
^....^. mission of oor race, trustee, under \ 

God of the civilisation of the world. 
If ; J \ --.He has marked us as his chosen 

m A A \ A people... He has made us adept in / 

A AA government that we may administer/ 

government among ravage A 
“and senile peoples 

I ||y viL/ 

|®\ Sen-ator Abert Beveridge, again 



They -fought the new 
invaders just as they 
had fought the Spanish. 
The U.S. subjugated 
the Philippines with 
brute -force. 

U.S. soldiers were 
ordered to " Burn all 
and Ml all.” and they 
did- By the time 
the Pi f’t pinos were 
defeated, g > oo,qoo 
had died. ^ 



f But the \ 
f Filipinos \ 
didn’t share 
the views of 
Senator 
Beveridge 
1 and his j 
V buddies./ 









The Philippines, Puerto J^ico, 
and Guam were made into 
U.S. colonies in I 8 t 0 . Cuba 
was -formally given i+s 
independence, but along with 
it -the Cubans were given the 
Piatt Amendment, which 
stipulated that the U.5. Navy 
would operate a base in Cuba 
forever, that the u.s. Marines 
would intervene at will, and that 
Washington would determine Cubas 
foreign and -financial policies- 





Darina the same f If they wontl 
period, the US. f sell , I’ll .<jst L, 

overthrew Hawaii^ Wake itv A" 
Queen Ltlinokalani y 

and transformed 
these unspoiled Pacific islands 
into a US. Nava base surrounded 
by Pole and per Monte plantations. 
In iqoj, after Theodore Roosevelt 
became president* be sent 
gunboats to secure Panama’s 
separation from Colombia 'Die 
Colombian government had 
refused Poo se Vets terms for 
building a canal. ^ 



"The Marines went to China, Russia, North Afr 
Mexico, Central America, and die Caribbean. ^ 

/WT ' 

/ From the Halk of 
: > / NW+ezuma to -the 
ill shores of Tripoli 





Troops march in Siberia during 

US. invasion of Rossis, HS0 




f Between l B<?s and W34\ 
i the Marines invaded Coba\ 
4 times, Nicaragua 5 times, 
Honduras 7 times , the 
Dominican Republic 4 
times, Haiti twice, i 
Guatemala once, Panama / 
\ twice, Mexico 3 times, / 
\and Colombia 4 times// 



In many countries, the Marines 
staged on as an occupying 
army, sometimes -for decades. 
When the Marines finally 
went home, they typically 
left the countries they had 
occupied in the hands of a 
friendly dictator, armed to 
the -teeth -h? suppress his 
own people . 












behind the Marines came legions of US. business executives ready 
not only to sell -their goods but also to set up plantations, 
drill oil vtfells, and stake out mining claims. 'The Marines 
returned when called upon to enforce slave -like working 
conditions and put down strikes, protests, and rebellions. 




responsibility 
-forJ active 
intervention to 
secure -for our 



investments. 




President William 
Howard Taft, Wo 



A reporter described what took 
place after 0 . 5 . troops landed in 
Haiti in 1fl!5 tb put down a 

peasant rebellion: 







50,000 Haitians 
were killed. 



General Smedjey Butler was one of the 

most celebrated leaders of these Marine 
expeditions M ter he retired, he 
reconsidered his career, describing it 
as to I l ows: 

spent 35 -years and 4 
j months in active military service 
And during that period l spent most\ 
of my time as -a high- class muscle I 
man -fer Big Business, -for Wall Street J-* 
and the bankers. In short, \ _ 

was a racketeer, a >522 

y gangster tor capitalism” / a!* 




Thus, ( helped make Mexico and especially 'Tampico sate 
tor American oil interests in W4. I helped make Haiti and 
Cuba a decent place tor the National City Bank botj$ to 
collect revenues in. 1 helped in the raping of half a 
dozen Central American republics -for the be net it of / 
V Wall Street.” r 













/ i helped purify Nicaragua 
for the international banking ho use X 
of &rown gro+hers in WoZ-vfit. 1 
brought light -ft) -the Dominican 
Republic for American sugar interests 
^ in kfiG. \ helped make Honduras 
right for American firuif 
companies in W03. In China j 
^lY ’ n '^7, ' helped see f» if / 
X/ Y'h+hat Standard Oil went on i 
wau unmolested. 5 ’/ 





Wilsons ambassador to 
England said rather 
forth rightly that the 
U6. would declare war 
on Germany because 
it was... 



X.the. only way 
of maintaining 
our present 
pre-eminent 
trade status.’; 




Ambassa^ 
IM. Pa^, im7 








/ " Our boys were sent \ 
off -to die with beautiful 
ideals p^in+ed in front <£ 
them. No one told th&m 
1, that dollars and cents 
\ were the real reason tfiey 
V were marching off 
M and die^y 

“V / SmcJku /O 
\'"C / Butler, X 

JN/y ws+ C C- 



World 
Vlar I 

was 

supposed 
to be the 
<* war to 
end all 
wars” 

/It wasn’t^) 




During World War I, 
millions of young Americans 
signed up to -fight German 

'fascism and Japanese 
imperialism. But -the goals of 
the strategic, planners in 
Washington were -far less 
admit* b/e, . 

/'^They had /--■ 

imperial ambitions j % 

v of their own. \ 





In October 1940, as German and Japanese troops were 
marching in Europe and Asia, a group of prominent 
government officials , business executives, and bankers was 

convened ty t-he US- State Department and the Council 
on Foreign Relatione to dispose US- strategy "they were 
concerned w>th maintaining an Anglo-American "’sphere of 
influence” that included the British Empire, the Ear East, 
and the Western hemisphere. "They concluded that the 
country had to prepare -for war and come up with-- 





If ^ 

the United 
v States”. 




If war aims are stated which seem to be con- 

I^rt^'^Eo^en^^^rpeoprinthe 

peoples sSouW r iS's;r«sea n “ r ^is Sould have 
a better propaganda effect. 



From a private memorandum between 
the Counol on Foreign Relations 
and -Hie State Department, t?4i 





A horrendous war was 
concluded with a 
horrendous event: 
200,000 peop/e were 
killed instantaneously 
when -the US. dropped 
nuclear bombs -first on 
Hiroshima and then on 
Nagasaki. Ten* of 
-thousands more died later 
■from radiation poisoning. 
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President Harry 
Truman , H+5 



the defeat of Japan had 
already been assured before 
the bombs were dropped, 
their main purpose was 
to demonstrate to the 
world the deadly power of 
America's new weapon rf 
mass destruction . (2?) 






World War % left the U.S. in a 
position of political, economic 
and military superiority- 

* We must set the pace^^X 
and assume the responsibility \ 

of the majority stockholder J 
t in this corporation known 1 /^% 
v as the world.” Jf | 

— - — — — y%fe' I 

Leo Welch, former ^ f ^ P 

Chairman of the 0*andf, fl / f 
Standard Oil ,c j! 

«f hie*/ Jersey 

(now Eafftm) C^^^SSj^r\ 



the U. 5 . eagerly assumed responsibility tor 
determining the economic policies and 
selecting the management of what it 
considered to be the subsidiary companies 
that made up the "corporation known 
as the world” — n 

But this didnt go over [cilCPA 

too well in many" . t |" UCI>f* 

nations that considered A/AfclVICf 
them selve s to be TanM 3 J i 

sovereiqn V___ 

countries. f\ ^ ffiX 
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Chapter 2 



The 

“Cold War” 

and the 
Exploits of the 
Self-Proclaimed 

"World 

Policeman 




The United States, however, had+o contend with 
the Soviet Union, which Had also emerged -from 
the Second World War as a World power 6>r 
the ne*t 45 years, -Hie world was caught up 
in a global -turf battle between The "two 
superpowers. ■” The u.s. was always much 
stronger than its Soviet adversary, but 
both countries maintained huge military 
Wees to defend and expand their own 
'Spheres of influence.” The conte n+ i on 
between the two powers was called the 
"Cold War ” because they never directly 
engaged each other in battle. But the "Co/d 
War 11 was marked by plenty of violence 
in other countries. Typically, the two 
Superpowers lined up on opposite Sides 




fbr its part, the U-S. moved to expand ids own 
"Sphere of influence” beyond -Hie Americas 
and the Pacific -to include much of the oU 

Britishi French and Japanese colonial 
empires in Asia and Africa. In doing So, 
if had to deal with local aspirations that 
did nof always accord with American plans. 

To put down insubordination, disorder and 
disloyalty in its sphere, the new "trajci*rty 
Stockholder ’’ also appointed itself the 
"‘■World police man- 1 ' Pur ing the Cold War, 
‘Washington intervened militarily in 
-foreign countries more 
than ioo times. 




Pont mess with 
the. u.S-A. , buster/ 





■*r 



Korea, 1950-1953 



After World War I, the ambitious plans 
of the US. State Ptepar+ment -far Asia and 
-(■lie Pacific were upset completely by 
revolutions and anti -colonial wars 7 -From 
China to Malaysia. A major confrontation 
developed in Korea. Washington decided to 
intervene directly to show that Western military 
technology could defeat any Asian army. 





US. warships, bombers, and artillery reduced 
much of Korea -to rubble. Over 4 ,500,000 
Koreans died j three out of -four were civilians. 

54 .000 U.S. soldiers returned home in coffins. 
But the US. military ,-for all of its technological 
superiority, did not prevail. After 3 years 
of intense warfare, a cease-fire was 
negotiated- Korea >s still divided and some 

40.000 US. +roo ps remain in southern 
Korea to this day. 




Dominican Republic, 1965 



After a US. -backed military coup, 

Dominicans rose up to demand the 
reinstatement of -the overthrown 
president (who they had elected in a 
popular vote). Washington, however, was 
determined to keep its men in power, no 
matter who the Dominicans voted for. 

22 ,ooo u.s. troops were sent to 
suppress the uprising. 3 ,ooo people 
were gunned down in -die streets of 
Santo Dojningo. ^ 





Vietnam, 1964-1973 



For ten years -the U,S. assaulted Vietnam 
with all the deadly -force the Pentagon could 
muster, trying to preserve a corrupt South 
Wetnamese regime, which had been inherited -from 
the French co/onial empire. The US- may 
have used more firepower in Indochina 
(Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia) than had 
been used by all sides in a) I previous 
wars in human history. r 



Sometimes 
you have -to 
destroy a 
country 1 1 ? 

, save it. , 



U.S. warplanes 
dropped Seven 
million tons 
of bombs on 
Vietnam. 



equivalent of 
one 360-pound 
bomb per l 
\ person/ A 




ss'ji 



Vietnam, the U.S. was ultimately 
defeated by a lightly armed but 
determined peasant army. ^ 



400,000 tons of napalm were 
rained down on the tiny country. 
AgerrV Orange and other toxic 
herbicides were used +0 destroy 
millions of acres of farmland and 
forests. Villages were burned to 
the ground and their residents 
massacred. Altogether, two million 
people died in the Indochina War, 
most of them civilians killed 
by US. bombs and bullets. 

A/most 60(000 U.S. 
soldiers were 
killed and 300,000 . 



¥ 






V 



- v 



1 'i 




Lebanon, 1982-1983 



After the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon, the US- Marines 
intervened directly in the Lebanese 
civil war, taking the side of Israel 
anti -Hie n'yhf-wing Falanye militia. 



Which KM just 
massacred 2000 
Palestinian 
civilians. 





Grenada, 1983 



About 110,000 

live on the 
-Hay Caribbean 
island of Grenada. 

/About the 
' same number 1 
that live in I 

Peoria, J 
\ Illinois. 





But, according to Ronald Reagan, 
Grenada represented a -threat to U.S. 
security. So be ordered the Pentagon 
to seixe -the island and install a new 
government more to His liking, 




Libya, 1986 



Washington loved King Wris, the Libyan monaroH who 
happily turned over his country’s oil reserves to 1 

Standard Oil tor next to nothing. It hates Col. Qadhftfi, 
who threw the Kina out. |n MBfo* Reagan ordered U-S. 
warplanes to bomb the Libyan capital, "Tripoli, claiming that 
Qadhaf i was responsible tor a bomb attack at a German 
disco that killed two U.S. soldiers It's unlikely that 
very many of the hundreds of Libyans killed or injured in the 
U-5- bombing raid knew anything about the German bombing 




fhe nerve of those 
terrorists 'bombi 



those 



poor p 




eo 







/Bub \ 

I there are \ 
many 

other wars 

in which 
Washington 
is involved 

behind 

V •<** / 

\ scenes. / 



A-f ter V\/orU War It, ©rit-ain was compelled to 

dispose of its Colonial empire in the Middle East. 

1+ decided to give a big chunk of the (and 

known as Palestine to European Jews il 

displaced by the Holocaust. The problem was 
that there were already people living there. The 
result has been -five decades of violence and war Hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians were driven -from their homes in what 
became Israel. The center of the conflict has been 
the 0&r4c and Gaia, where Palestinians have 

lived tor decades under Israeli occupation. 







The U.S. provides crucial political support and billions of dollars a 
year in aid to Israel, including the most advanced -weaponry 
Wore than three decades of occupation of the West Bank and 

have produced bitter anger* not only at Israel but also at 
the United States. As Pales-Hnian teenagers continue to 

die in confrontations 

^ - - ~rn Wl>h Israeli 

\ ~ ~~ ~~ “ ' ^ Army this anger* 

Tit ? r °' Ns 

~ (3 



The U.S. government stands behind its ■ 
friends -including dictatorial regimes I 

suppressing their own people. In fhe It 70 s I 

and '60s popular insurgencies challenged I 

corrupt dictatorships i n Central America 1 

The Pentag on and the Cl A armed and trained H 
security forces and death syogds that killed 1 
hundreds of thousands of people, mostly In 

Vrtarmed peasants, in Nicaragua, El Salvador, jj 

and Guatema]a, / ^'’ — 

s' \ / Pont believe them -they were 

\V terrorists disguised as peasants/ 



Many of the military officers responsible I 
fur the Voorst atrocities in Centra ! America ■ 

were trained at -tie. Pentagon’Sp^School of the P 
Americas” in G eorgia. The ; 

School trains officers from ;j "S 

all over Latin America. Its j*It e i.m 
training manuals remmmend/^c----'" 1 

torture and summary [^Sre 

execution Its graduates liwrtfK ($ 

have returned +° establish 
\mititary regimes and ? , 

) terrbr ite theirown people. 



4 ®, 



s . 

'A-ri 



Today hloody U.5. -backed counter- insurgency wars Continue in Colombia, 
Mexico, %ru, the Philippines and other countries. In Colombia, a 
corrupt u.6.-backed army -fights alongside paramilitary threes 
that have slaughtered whole villages -and hundreds of opposition 
union leaders "and politicians. The US. has been getting more 

deeply involved, under the Cover of the "War on Drug*'’ ^ 
l \ providing billions of dollars of arms used +0 continue -tV kdlinn. 

1 v Cfe\ 




The. CIA and the 'fentagan have 
also organized p roxy armies 

to overthrow governments 

that are net well- liked in 
Washington. In 1961 , -for 
instance, U. 6 . warships 
-ferried a Small army of 
mercenaries to Cuba, hoping 
to reverse the Coban 
Revolution. They landed at 
the Bay of figs. 







Jit 
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!r\ 1975, after 

a democratic 
revolution in 
Rirtu^al, the 
fisrfuguese 

called it quits. 

! 3 utT 
( Washington 

€* ,-1/r 




Instead, if tea fried op 
with the apartheid regime 

in South Africa to 
supply a mercenary army 
to fight the new 
government in 
independent Angola. 

And in Mozambique, 
top US. and South 
African politicians and 
ex- military officers 
sponsored a particularly 
brutal hunch of 
mercenaries who 
massacred tens of 
thousands of peasants. ® 



Pemccraey/') /freedom/ 



USA 



SoutK 

African 

Apartheid 

‘Regime 








In 1979, -file Soviet Union invaded 
Afghanistan to prop up a 'friendly 
regime. SoVtef occupation met 
fierce popular resistance- "Hie CIA 
stepped in to arm, finance and train 
the Afghan mujahedin guerrillas. 

Working closely with -the Pakistani 
"arid Saudi governments. With 
generous support from Washington 
^nd ifs allies, the Mujahedin defeated 
-Hit Soviets af+er a bridal decade-long 



Among fde CIA's collaborators inthis war 
was a Saudi named Osama bin laden. 
Together wi-fh the C|A, bin Laden supplied 
the Afghan mujahedin with money, and 
guns to fight the. Soviets. The Afghan war 
helped militarise an international Islamic 
movement to rid the Muslim World of -foreign 
domination. Ultimate^, this movement 
didn’t It ke the Unrted States any more than the. 
Sctfie+s. At that time., however, the 
U.S. backers ct bin Laden and rhe mujahedin 
were, not overly concerned about their 
wider goals. 



We will drive 

all infrdel 
"troops from 
Muslim lands/ 



Thats right/ 

Lfi+S vMip 

the &!/ 






Ir\ Hie 1*180 s, Reagan 

topped upfte arms 

race, increasing 
military spending 

to unprecedented 

levels. The Soviets, 
with a much 
smaller economy, 

Strutted do 
tceep up. 



As the Cold War came to an end. 

Some people began talking about an 

"■ftra of world peace” and a * peace 
dividend.” Buf behind closed doors 
at the. White House and -the Pentagon 
the talk was guite. different 




They ^ 
were Susy 
planning a 

new era 
of wars / 
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Chapter 3 

The V / » 

'New World Older” 



In W8*?, as the * r Eastern Bl oc T began to crumble, George H. Bush gathered together his 
national security advisors to discuss the world situation. The Soviet Union, they 
happily agreed, was no longer aWe or inclined to counter O.S. military intervention 
abroad, (t was time, they decided, to demonstrate U.S. military power to the 
world. The White House wanted some decisive victories. 

w )n cases wheretheMJS^^ 
confronts much weaker enemies, 
our challenge will be not simply 
. to defeat them, but to defeat 

r ^^^them decisively and rapidly.” 



Prom a National 
Securj+y Council 
policy review 
document, - 








fimama -was the first country selected 
t*> be the "modi weaker enemy.” 



Ever since U.5. warships brought 
Panama inf© existence, U.S. 
troops have intervened in the 
small country whenever Washington 
deemed it necessary. George 
Bosh continued this tradition in 
H0?, sending m 25,000 troops. 

/ Supposedly^ 
to arrest 
ft drua 



The drug charges were only a pretext 
The real motive was assuring US. 
control over the Panama Canal and the 
£i tensive U.S. military bases in that country. 
A new Panamanian president was sworn m 
at a u.6. air base moments be-fore -the 
Invasion. Hardly ** Mr. Clean*’ the man 
the U.S. State Pepartment picked -for the 
job, Guillermo Endara, ran a bank that 
is notorious -for money laundering. 



We believe 
in -free 
enterprise/ 



Of course, not only Panamanian 
banks are involved in this 
business. Most big U.S. banks have 
set up branches in thnama City- 



'Gotta get 
ft piece 

ot the 
action/ 












According -Ho Panamanian human rights groups, 
several -thousand people were killed in the US. 
invasion. 26 were US. soldiers. 50 were 
Panamanian soldiers. Tjhe rest were civilians, cut 
down b g -the overwhelming U.5. -firepower 
poured into crowded neighborhoods in poor 
sections of Panama City and Colon- ^ 



Iraq, 1991 



Onlg 13 months after the U.5. invaded 
Fhnama, it went to war again - this time on 
a much larger scale. Li Ice always, the 
governments PR department was called 
opon to convince us that the war against 
[rag was about freedom and justice. But 
almost everyone knows what it was really about. 

/^£ven a dolt 
I understands the principle ) 

\ - we need the oil.” A- 



Advisor to G-H.W. Bush, 
Time maga-tina, iV*?o 



Many of the dead 
were put in garbage bags 
and secretly buried , 

V in mass graves, ym 



Long ago, the U.S. State 
Department declared that 

Middle East oil was: 



a stupendous source of stva 
wer ... one of the greatest 
triz.es in world historo.” 




65% of the worlds known oil reserves lie in the /^0\\s n)ixh ' s 
Middle East. Control over the flow of this oil by / too important a 
US. Oil companies has given the U-S. strategic -power / commodity to be 
over Europe, Japan and the developing world/ left in the hand* 
Washington thinks of the Middle East oil fields V°f +he Arabs 11 / 



ui iiit m JctMrts L-cwan; o\\ yields 

as its own private reserves, proclaiming them 
“to be amo nji itc ff ” 



vital Interests ” 



Henry Kissinger 








'The U.S government 
had been planning 
Tor the F^rsian Gulf 
War since W71 
when President 
Carter set up the 
"'Rapid Deployment 
Force” and declared 
that any threat to 
Persian Gulf oil... 

f'— will be 
/ repelled by any \ 
f means necessary, \ 

l including military j 
\ force.” / 



In -the early 1900s Iran was seen as the mam threat to 
U.5. "interests” in the 6u|f, so Washing-ten and its 
allies supported the frag* mvas/on of Iran and provided 
the Iraqi military with lots of High-tech weapons 

to pound +Veir neighbor. U.S. companies even sold Iraq 
materials to make chemical and biological weapons, in dud, 
anthrax, "the Pentagon supplied satellite photos 
of Iranian troop * a 

deployments and then ffY 
looked the other way j j I 
when Iracj | I 

bombarded them II JL 
with poison gas. /V irTT/ 

IkA, VT 7 



anything 
I wouldn’t 







& 



Jimmu 

Carter, 

H7V 





In W87, the Reagan administration 
intervened directly in the, Iran-lrag 
War ("on jrag’s side ), sending a naval 
armada to the Persian Gulf to 
protect the oil tankers of a country 
that was then Irak’s ally- Kuwait. 
Using state -of-the- ‘art weaponry, 
the U.S, Navy blew up an Iranian oil 
platform, destroyed several small 
Speedboats, and recklessly shot down an 
Iranian passenger airliner, killing 
all 29 o passengers. 

/ XWe had trT^N 
(fjXSrfpj) A defend our ship / J 




After the Iran-lrag war 
ended in 1980, Washingtor 
was worried that the 
large army it had helped 
bui/d in Irag threatened 
U.S. domination of the 
region. Now, it was 
decided. Something 
had to be done fo 
disarm Iran. 








In -fact, there’s evidence that -the US may have 
provoked and 4hen lured Irag into invading Kuwait, 

-to have a pretext for- U.6. inter ven+ion. The US., 
Saudi Arabia, and Kuwait combined to put severe 

ecoffcomte pressure on Irag, which is the reason 
tray began thinking about an invasion in the- -first 
place. Then, when Saddam Hussein informed the 
0.6. about his plans. Washing ton virtually gave 
him the green light 



virtually gave 





W* have no 
pinion on 

..your border 
dispute wi*h 
Kuwait.” j 




Kepinfl 

Jrd 7 



U.3. Ambassador jApn! Glaspie,+» Saddam Hussein, J vlu I V?o. 7b 
rtiake -sure there was no confusion, she adjed: "James Balder has 
directed <wr official spokesmen to emphasise, this instruction.” 



0u$h knew the conflict could be settled 
tdirouyh negotiations. Bo* no negotiated 
settlement would ever have been acceptable. 
He needed a "decisive and rapid 1 * victory. 

Iray had -to be bombed back to a pre- 
industrial age. Ten© of thousands Iragi 
Soldiers had -te be incinerated. "The war 
had a message dbr the world- 



What 
vie say 
goes/” 



Then, after -the invasion, $ush 
immediately began to prepare -Bar 
a massive war and blocked 
all possibilities "for a negotiated 
Solution- He rejected trays 
offer to wi-thdraw "from 
Kuwait in exchange for 
convening a Mjdd/e East 
peace conference (which was 
mainly a face- saving re guest/ 



"He’s go*mg\ 

“to get f 
his ass, I 

v kicked/^ ^ ^ ' 



George Bush, 
Pec ember, I Wo 





D^sh launched 4he most intensive 
bombing campaign in history using 
conventional bombs, cluster bombs 
(which rip bodies apart), napalm and 
phosphorous bombs (which cling to 
and burn skin) and M air 
explosives (which are like small 
nuclear bombs'). Later, the US. 
used munitions tipped with 

' "depleted urthiumf which is 
now suspected as a 
cause of cancer 
among both Iragis 
and U.S, soldiers 

3rd birth defects 

among their 
children. 






^a^hdad 
2nd £asra 
were 

bombed 

relentlessly, 

Killing 
thousand 
of civilians. 



Iraq had already beyunto withdraw •from Kuwait 
when &sh launched the ground war "the main aim 
of the ground offensive was, in fact, notto drive 
the Inuji troops out of Kuwait, but to keep therm 
■prom leaving "The " qa+e was closed” and tens of 
thousands of -soldiers, who were truina to <jo home, 
were Systematically slaughtered Elsewhere, li.S. 
tanks and bulldozers intentionally burled 
thousands of soldiers alwe in their trenches in a 
tactic, designed mainly -to ‘'destroy Iraqi defenders.” 





< In the life of a nation 
there comes a moment when 
we are called upon to define 

who we ate and what 
V we believe.” 







It is estimated that l$o,ooo 
Irakis died dunny the, Gulf 
\Nar, %\} t for the people 
of Iraq, the tragedy 
continues even after the war 
has ended. Even more 
people died from watt*'- borne 
diseases that Spread because 
the U.5. systematically 
destroyed Iraq’s electrical, 
sewage treatment 3nd 
water treatment" systems. 

And the U.S. has insisted on 
maintaining for over a decade 
dhe most severe economic 

Sanctions reqirrie in history, 
continuing to strangle the 
devastated Iraqi economy, 
vvifh dire consequences for 
the Iraqi people. 






... which reaped windfall 
profits through Speculation 
and price gouging that 
drove up gaso\ine prices. @ 



Si Brings 

30 7 oar7 5% 
8^^E*xon 

MobvV^™'" I 
Sumps* 5 - 6 * 1 

ln Quarts | 



Profits 
Rise 68.6% 
At Amoco 

War Fears Lifted 

I 4 th- Quarter ^ r ' ces ' 

Net at $538 Million 



Texaco Net Up 26.5%; 
Chevron Climbs 17.8% 



But wore importantly, the oil companies strengthened their grip on the Middle 
Eastern oil supply. The war, at least -for the time being, preserved the cozy 
relationship between the oil companies and the royal families of Kuwait, 6>audi 
Arabia, and the other 6ulf emirates ( which were all put in place by the British 
Empire}. This co**j relationship has brought fabulous wealth to the owners of 
the oil companies and to the princes and emirs while the majority of Arab 
people remain poor As a result of the Gulf War, US. troops are now permanently 



Stationed In Saudi Arabia, despite 
x stfong opposition among many 
Arabs. 













...who arc. also part of the partners flip 
between the Gulf monarchies and the oil 
companies. Instead of developing the 
NjidcZ/e East, the 6u|f monarchies have 
put the bulk of their money in the hands 
of the Western bankers. 6ome. 4fgoo 
billion in Middle Eastern oil profits fill 
the Vaults of Citibank, JP Morgan Chase 
and other banks in the (Is., Europe, and 
Japan. 'Therefore, these bankers were also 
extremely concerned about the fate of 
the Emir of Kuwait and his buddies. rrs 



Than there are the, contractors... 



save the 
Emir/ j 




W*' 



AH the big construction contractors, oil service companies, and other major contractors 
and suppliers all raced to get their piece of the #10O billion worth of contracts 
to rebuild Kuwait. (Siant U-S. corporations, such as Bechtel, Halliburton, 

AT£T, Motorola and Caterpillar, got the great majority of the contracts. 



■, ‘J \j K 



a<5 ®uc»cs \ 

IhIC J 



Earthquakes, hurricanes, and industrial 
accidents are OK, but there’s nothing 
like a good war f 0 r our bottom line/ 





Last but not least, 
there are the owners of 
General Dynamics, GE, Boeing, 

and all of their 
associates in the war 

business itself. 




As they watched the 
missiles flying and the 
bombs dropping in the 
Persian C?o/-f, the top 
executives of the big 
Weapons manufacturers 
were adding up their 
profits, their brains 
Working like cash 
registers gone *■ 








After the Gulf War demonstrated 
that their weapons can truly kill 
on a massive scale, the arms 
merchants are busy selling more of 
+hem, not only in -the. halls of 
Congress and -the F&ntagen, but 
to generals, bureaucrats, and 
politicians around the World 

,/ There’s no business 
( I like war business... J 




U. 5 . arms sales abroad skyrocketed -from ^5 
billion in 1*109 to more than $40 billion in 
The D.S. is now selling Tar more weapons 
abroad than any country fiver Has before, 
ff Unde. Sam” provides military aid and loan 
guarantees so that Lockheed -Martin can 
sell Tighter jets even to governments that 
cant assure their people have enough -to eat 0) 



A bomb shortage?^ 
Now thats different. I 
Irn sure we can be J 
of assistance. / 




■ 



3ut while pious pronouncements are 

uttered in Washington, f&ntagon representatives 
have been busier +Aan ever selling -fighter jets, 
tanks, helicopters, and duster bombs To their 
■favorite customers in the Middle East, including 
Israel, the Suit monarchies, Egypt and Turkey. 

f Weve got a real 

( deal on F-hbis this \ M ^ 

week'- bug loo and *- >. ? JPG' 9 

we’ll throw in ipoo p 

, eases of napalm -free/ jtfBHFv 



a 

-T>s 3? 
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... 7/ 
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With all of the 
Wonderful -tiding 
the Persian Golf 
War brought them. 
We no wonder that 
many of these 
rria^or ^rporat'ions 
were prime s 



parades" that were 
organized in 

cities across the Country 



Kosovo, 1999 



!n the late igyos, after enduring 

ytarsof abuse at the hands of 

a Serbian-dominated 
Yugoslav government, 

Albanian rebels in Kosovo 

started a viar-fbr secession 

The U.s. usually does not 
Support minority groups 
demanding separation. 0u| t 
all depends on whether -the U.S. 
Supports the government of the 
country facing dismemberment 
For instance, the U.S, supports 
Kurdish separatist? m |rag 
and Iran, bid- across the 
border m Turkey, a close 
^Hy, Washington |\as provided 
tons of arms to cnishtht 
Kurds. With U.S. help, hens of 
thousands have been killed. 






of General 

Pu namics, 
Exxon, Chase 
Manhattan #ank, 
At 4 t . McDonnell 



General Electric, 
I want t® thank 



well done/ 



Because the X»go$tw Strongman, Slobodan Milosevic, was 
being less than cooperative with U.S. efforts to extend its 
mfluence in Eastern Europe, breaking “p Vugosla/ia was a 
cause the U.S. could warm up to. the Clinton Administration 
embraced the Kosovo liberation Army, despite thar drug 
dealing., ethnic extremism and brutality Following established 
/-"N practice, the Administration issued an ultimatum the 
(^4 Yugoslavs could i\o+ possibly accept. 

Y A /Yjere‘5 thedealFirst, hlATo takes over Kosovo. 

1 -Gy Second, NAlfe has free access to all of 

A Yugoslavia. "Third, you help pay -for tie 

P\. yvernmerfr. Sign her® or / 

bomb ye»u. 



The NATO bombing turned an ugly but 'small-scale Yugoslav 
counter- insurgency operation i<vb a massive ethnic cleansing 
drive. After the bombing began, Serbian soldiers and miliha 
members began driving hundreds of thousands of Albanians 
out of- +h e country and killed thousands of others. When 
the Alb3rian$ returned under NATO protection, Serbia* and 
Gypsy residents were driven out and killed. Ultimately, 
the war served U.S. poli+ical objectives, while causing 
tremendous death and suffering on all sides 2nd 
greatly aggravating ethnic antagonisms. ( 








Chapter 4 
The 

War on Terrorism 



After the. h orriftc Sfipf&fftb&t* II 
terrorist attacks on the 

World Trade Center and the 
Pentagon, one question was so 
Sensitive it was seldom seriously 

addressed by the U-S. news media. 





To Ti nd out, it makes sense to ask the 
prime Suspect himself. As U.6. warplanes 
began bombing Afghanistan, Osama 
bin Laden released a videotaped 
message. He praised the September If 
attacks and called tor more attacks on 
the United States. Then he spelled out 
his motivatio ns gvite. clearly. 

What 

/ America is tasting N. 

/ now is something insignif ic3nt > '\ 

/ compared to what we have tasted \ 

/ "for scores of years. Our nation \ 

I (the Islamic world) has been tasting \ 
this humiliation and degradation -for 
more than 80 years- Its sons are 
killed, its blooi is shed) its sanctuaries 
are attacked and no one hears and no one heeds. 
Millions of innocent children are being 
killed as l speak. They are being killed in 
Ira^ without committing any sins....T° 
America, l sag only a -few words to it and 
Its people. ( swear to God, who has 
elevated the skies without pillars, wither 
America nor the people who live in it will 
dr€&m o? secur/fjy before we Jive it here 
\ in Palestine ^nd not before all the j 

\ N irvfidel armies j 

V/T leave the land j 

n /mskdx p cace . be .. / 



Osama 

tin Laden 
Oc+. 7 , 2 ooi 






Few people anywhere in the world, in eluding the Midd/e Fast, 
support bin Laden’$ terrorist methods. But most people in 
the Middle East share M$ anger at the United States. 

They are angry at -the U-S. -for supporting Corrupt and 
dictatorial regimes in the region, -for supporting Israel 
at the expense of the Palestinians and -for imposing 
US, dictates on the Middle East through military 
might and brutal economic sanctions 





The Pentagon has 

demonstrated time and again 
that its advanced weaponry 

can devastate countries 

targeted -for attack, 
leveling basic infrastructure 
and killing thousands, even 
hundreds of thousands oh 
S' people. 

' be naive to \ 
think there 



retaliation 





Over the last- several decree -Hie true 
cos+y of the. wars -die U-5. has waged 
overseas kave been largely hidden. 

We have had-fe pay fbe military bilk but 
jew Americans have died. The' 'death and 
destruction was all overseas. 'That 
thanked on September II. 

/ 'The violence \ 11 m 

( reached the W- fl m b M? - 

V United states ® 



The September tl attacks, however, were 
not simply acts of retribution. They were also 
provocation Bin Laden expected -the OS- 
tb respond vJi-ft massive Violence, knowing 
this would bring h;m new recruits. Ultimately^ 
he hoped tb win +he majority of the Muslim 

world to support hts holy war oa the ULS. 



More martyrs, 

more recruits. 






The Bush Administration responded according+o 
bin tadetCS Script- George W Bush declared a j 
* War on "Terror few’’ using "good vs. evil’ Vh etor i c / 
that mirrored bin Laden's. Bush and his 
advisors were ready? even eager, for the war \ 
bin Laden wanted. They ‘oaw the September H ' 
attacks as a grand opportunity +0 boost military 
spending and demonstrate U.s. military power. 



Bushs on Terrorism began with 

u.S. warplanes bombirv* Afghanistan 

The feush Administration refused 
tr> negotiate or consider any 
alternatives +0 war When the 
Afghan government asked -for 
evidence against bin Laden, a 
reasonable te guest that might have 
made it possible to cooperate w tfh 
the O.S., Bush replied; 






/''"This 

f be a monumental 
struggle of 900J versus 
evil.-* This crusade, 
this war on terrorism, 

hjs going to fake a > 
while ” 



'-gb 



G.W. Bosh, Sept. P 2 andlfc, tool 







* ! s-aid-no^ 

negotiations/ 

Cough up bin 

Laden now or 
die along 
1, with him/ . 



odies of 
four small 
children 
for burial 
after a (J.S. 
airs trike. 
Kabul, 
October 
200 1. 



-,h i 
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The people of Afghan istan Suffered -the Conseyofti eej. 
U.S. bombing killed many civilians 3ncj -the war 
cutoff nehef supplies -to millions already -factM 
S'tarvatioiT. The total number of deaths will never 
be known, but its likely there will be many times more Civilian 
deflth^j n Afghanistan than in the World T rade Center: 




As warplanes of the. worlds 

richest and most powerful 

country bombed people 
in one of the poorest 
countries on earth, 
the streets of cities 
throughout the Muslim 
world filled with artery 
demonstrations. Wot only 
religious radicals were angry 
Almost everybody in the 
Muslim Wo r id opposed tfcfc 





The self-righteous "good vs. evil’’ 
rhetoric of the War on Terrorism sharpens 
ironies that have long shadowed U.S. 
pronouncements Against State - Sponsored 
terrorism. President* E3u5h,For Instance, 
promises +o scour the globe in search 
of 6 -fates that harbor terrorists 




For oyer Forty years, Miami has 
served as the base of operations 
For well-financed groups of Cuban 
exiles that have carried out 
violenf -terrorist attacks on Cuba. 



jr ^ 

Most recently, 

they bombed a 
number of Havana 
tourist spots in 1^3 7, 
kilting an Italian 
tourist, and they tried i 

L to assassinate Pd el J 

Castro in Panama^ 
41^^. in 'loCiO.^^m 







W Would not be difficult -Far th& 
cjove.mmenl to tm4 evidence involving 
+hese terror ist organizations because 

the ClA -and +he Pentagon trained many 
of their members. Hake, -for instance, 
Luis Posada Carriles 3nd Orlando Bosch, 

-suspected masterminds of the bombing 
of a Cuban passenger airliner that" 
claimed +he fives of 73 people 




before fosada Carriles 
could be tried tor the 
airline bombing, he 
escaped from a prison 
Venezuela and -found a 
job Supplying arms to 
-the CIA- backed 
Nicaraguan corrtras. 




Posadas accomplice, Orlando Bosch, has 
long beer\ protected -Prom exhad’rb'on 

by the U.S. government Altficogh Bosch 
yuas convicted of carrying out a b&tOdkS 

attack. on a ship in Miami harbor, 

Resident Bushs -father, George ft, 
at the urging of his brother, Jeb, 
prevented h'is e/pvlsion from -die 
country. He signed an executive 
pardon providing Bosch with Safe 
haven in Florida. Bosch promised 




If the younger Bush were serious 
about going after all states 

that harbor terrorists, he 
might issue his next ultimatum 
to his brother, 



the governor 
of Florida. 



1 






f Listen Jet, 

poOVe goi ng 
to have to cough 
up the terrorists 
or we start I 

bombing Miami J 

\ "tomorrow/ J\ 




fosada, Bosch and their friends 
are only 3 few of the violent 
characters whose activities 
have been sponsored bg Hie. 
cia. Many of the ClAs "covert 
operations” - bombings, 

assassinations, sabotage, 
paramilitary massacres - are 

terrorism by ang definition. 
Wang of the shadowy figures 
involved in these activities 
are still working with the 
CIA around fhe world- But 
others - including Os&ma 
bin Laden — Have turned 
on their former partners. 





It's 

too bad. 

"They made 
such a ^ooj 

team. 








Despite -Hie hypocrisy and the 
Courvterprojuctlve nature of the 
War on Tferrorism’’ it has 

already produced major bfinefi+5 
■for 8gs/i and his -friends in 
Washington, not the least 
of which was prac+ically a 
blank check for the military. 

Jror vilna+everN 

it takes- J 



PA , " 

r o(toe.P ~ of — oocuMts 

- — " ^uAQ a^t 



After the end of -fhe 

CoW War, many in 
Washington were / 
reconsidering / 

the Humongous / 
Size of the / 
military 
budget, 
whic-A b3|d 
converted V 
the U-S. \ 

from the \ 
world's biggest ^ 
lender into 

fhe worlds 






i« i 



September ]| 
all this changed 
Bush and the 
Congress / 
started to / 



restraint. 







The Hgnta^n and the CIA ejcpec-f ■*> have a 
Yreer hand in carrying out W3r$ and covert 
>pe rations around the world- ~ — 

•^~^v / Yeah , -from now 

Ihe \ — ( on itt> going -ho be 

enemies \ i" _ y d no holds &drne4 ; 
of America a mu , 

better thatch / — , . . A " ~U} 

. out/ J 3 MA 0 L.^'% // 



d 


a 




1 


gv 




t ts havy f ✓ 

/S 


© 





In order +0 -fund the new war effort. Congress has abandoned efforts +0 avoid budget 
deficits and preserve Social Security -funds. The Armtj, NasA; and Air Force are lining 

up do get money &r expensive neW weapons systems now packaged as essential Tor 
die War on Terrorism. — 

Ah /C\ tftaj-for / We have to close\ 

JfpA ( We cant- afford )( homeland defense* ) l the window of J 

jTTT 0 v - ^-^--^YrTMv ** , * r ?^! H y-7 



oV 






Missile. defense., like the War on'lerrorism,** 
promises pro+ftc-f Americans from 
danger while actually creating a much more 
dangerous World. If ether countries think 
-there is an g chance the U-S. could block, 
their missiles, they will feel Vulnerable to 
U5. attack. China has already promised t» 
build more and better missiles which could 
overwhelm the U.5. "mjssile shield.” "This will 
spur a nuclear arms race b Asia 

If China builds more 
nuclear missiles, then India 
will If India does, -then 
Pakistan will- If Fhkisbn... 




In it 72- , -the U.S. and the U.6.S.R. 
signed the ABM Treaty b fry b 
avoid this kind of arms race. In order 
to pursue missile defense, the U.5. 

unilaterally scrapped the treaty. But 
that diejn’t bother mi 55 i/e defense proponents. 





As potential nuclear targets in 
Rossis have declined, be Pentagon 
has been retargeting its missik'' 



'every reasonable adversary 



■es 



t 



Which makes other countries 
feel like they better hurry 
up and get nuclear 
weapons themsel 



ujyi 






In the post- Cold War world order, the U.S. does nof 
seem 4o want-fo ba bound by any arms hreafies. 1+ 
rduS®S -t» Sign a new protocol to the 1 172- biological 
weapons treaty because it would require international 
Inspections of its biological weapons research 
facilities, where it is creatinq deadly new steal nt 
including highly lethal powdered anthrax US. 
off icfals eay they are only creating germ weapons in 
order to study howto defend against -them. 



But can other countries trust 
a goverment that bombed 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki and 
actually developed plans ha use 
Smallpox and other biological 

weapon^ against Vietnam 
and Cuba? 



f OfcourseN 

we would never) 
l use them / 

\ ourselves/ J 



And u.s. ''‘weaponlzed 

g€fms” noh only 
represent a threat ho 
people ip other 
countries. 








,1 [I, iwd lnniw*jjj| 

I i 






Would 

you? 







/ What ih some \ 
of the Pentagon’s) 
powdered anthrax 
go-t irrto the hands 

of Some -fanatic 
here in the / 
v United States? A 



During -the Cold War the U.5. had 2 serious 
military competitor In the Soviet Union, 
today +he U.S. maintains a huge war machine 
despite the lack of any serious competition. 
'The U.S. military budget ie now larger than 
the next 25 biggest spenders pct J tc>detiier. J 
It makes up ^ foil 36% of total global 
; military spending 

— — 4oo 

United States 
3S&- billion 



Annual MUitaru 
Expenditures 



the world's 'foirr 
biggest spenders 



Russia 

Q^ na Japan 
_billion_^42 ^Jj. 0 _ 

billion billion 



Being -the WbrlJcop 
and all, we do have 
certain 
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Militarism 

M 







.'J 4 H 


♦3 , 100,000,000 




military budget 


isa* 


Zoos -fiscal year 



M 




]n other* words, the government has spent more on the military oyer the last 
■four decades than the value of all the -factories, machinery, roa<U, bridges, water 
and sewage systems, airports, railroads, power plants, office buildings, shopping 
centers, schools, hospitals, hotels, houses, etc., in this country put together/ A 








Wo w/ 




r © 










If we add up the current Pentagon budget, the nuclear weapons 

budget of -fbe Energy Department, the military portion of 
the NASA budget, -foreign military aid, veterans’ benefits, 
interest payments on debt incurred by past military 
Spending ^nd other militarg-relatede-xp^nseS;, the. 

U.S. spends over $ 776 billion -a year t& -feed mf 

Ts addiction lb wiar. /z\ (mw 



Tha+s \ 

more than a ^ 

| million 

\ dollars a 

C\ minute// 



This costs you plant y- / t 

An average American 7 / * N * ow ' 

household "contributes” ( c "d 
over #4,4oo in \ seeni 

taxes every year to the 'v en ^ 
ca°se of building up the 
world's most powerful military. (g) 



// I you 
/ need anything 
else, 105 + 

\ 9 Ive * / 

\ Softer// 

because 
Congress is 

so gene0u$ to 
the ffen+agoiv 



Now | know why 
we can’t ever 
seem to make 
ends meet/ 



Mom- could 

we get- 





Bus -fares are rising and service is 
being slashed as the Federal 
Government has eliminated fVnanci a I 
Support for mass transit operating costs. 



HOT It* 
SERVICE 



(Beall you eai 
be In «w fm 






Schools are run-down and over- 
crowded. In some inner-city high 
schools, 0O% of -the students 
dropout- More than a fifth of all 
aduffs eant read a jab application 
or a street sign. yet federal 
education funding per Student has 
declined sub stanfi a Hy over the last 
two decades. (S 



We believe 
in take sale 
financing. 





Skyrocketing prices are causing a crisis in 
health care. 43 mlUfon people have no 
insurance and millions more have inadequate 
insurance. More and more people dont get the 
medical care they need because they can’t 
afford it. Yet public hospitals are teinq closed 
and the government has -failed to enact any 
Serious healfh care reform. 



INSURED 

PATIENTS 



UNINSURED 
- PATIENTS 



Mom, ' 
it hurts/ , 




jReoeption ! 




One-fifth of all expectant mothers do not 
receive pre-natal care. Th is is one reason 
the U.S. has the highest infant mortality rate 
in the developed world (twice as high as 
Japan’s). Every 50 minutes, a child in the 
U-S dies as a result of poverty or hunger 
Vet Congress has been exceedingly stingy in 
funding maternal and child health programs- 



I iust 

love 



Why don’t you put 
your money where 
your mouth is, 
V' mister ? 



With rents rising and wages falling, 

millions of families are living on 
the verge of eviction. Millions of- 
people end up living on the streets 

)et when it comes to funding -for 
housing and homelessness, most 

of Washington seems +o have adopted 
Reagans a+titude- 

f TKofie people want \ 

( to live on the streets/ ) 








Dnxj addiction and alcoholism a re crippling 
millions of people, and devastating -families 
and whole communities- Yet there are not 
enough public, treatment centers to handle 
even a ■fraction of those seeking help, and 
many centers are closing their doo rs -for 
lack of- -funding. 





, 000,000 



ittake^ to maintain 
iust one of those 



1 



aircraft carriers 
•for a year, you 
could build 

17,000 homes 

for 67,ooo 
people 






Which is exactly 
what -Hi ey are 
doing - building 
a new aircraft 
carrier/ / 




f The government can \ 
I -find hundreds of billions 
-for new aircraft' J 
I carriers and other / 
\military hardware.-/ 



' But -they say \ 
-they can't ■find 
the money to deal 
with +he pressing 

problems , 
v we -Pace/ / 




The price of militarism includes mom than high Taxes and poor social services. 
Building nuclear weapons, for" instance, has probably been the biggest environmental 
disaster this country has ever seen. More than too nuclear weapons plants 
owned by the Energy Department have been spewing radioactive waste into the 
3ir, dumping it in rivers, and leaking it into the soil and ^roor>AYi#ter for decades. 



''AH under \ 
the cover of 
government 




m 

M 

w 

n 




The administrators who run the nuclear weapons 
plants have knowingly subjected the people who 
work in them and the people who live near them 

to deadly radioactive contamination - without 
telling them a word about it 



The government now estimates 
it wi tl take 2.5 f ooo workers at 
least 3o years to clean op the 
mess at these plants - at a cost 
of If 300 billion or rnor£. 



' rind guess 
who’s paying 

the fell? 7 





- ■ ■ 0**T 




Whafs more, nuclear weapons tests have 
spread deadly plutonium across large -tracts 
of the Southwest and the South ftdfci c. 
Many of the 4S5,ooo US. soldiers vsiho 
participated in the atomic -testing program 
are now dying of can cer 

f Pont worry, kid.\ 

/ Its perfectly safe. ) TTT 

\ Just wear these / ? I 




But they’re not the only ones. High 
cancer rates plague -die general 
population in the testing areas. One 
study estimated that by the end of 
this century nuclear testing worldwide 
will have caused 430,000 people 
te die of cancer: 







And plutonium 
remains highly 
radioactive tor 
hundreds of 
thousands 
\ of years. 





There are. (1,000 military dump 
sites that need to be cleaned 
up. Tlie estimated cost - 

%ioo tofzoo billion. 





Nearly everyone m this country pay 6 a hi^h 
price f or militarism, ^ ose amona us who 
have paid the highest price are the mi//f«i5 of 
*ofdter£ who have been sent overseas to -fpjhf: 




More than loo,ooo U.S. soldiers 
and sailors have died in 

■foreign wars since U.S. 
troops were sentto Korea in 

1150 @ 

. I. 




Hundreds a f -thousands more 
have been wounded , many 
disabled 4br life. Many Gulf 
j&k Wa^ Veterans 
are suffering 
-tine effects 

( T ML of "©ul-P War 
Syndrome.” 








Those who survive continue +o be 
Haunted by the wars they -fought in. 

Vietnam War suffer from post- 
traumatic stress disorder- causes! 
by memories of the horrors of the 
war. The number of Vietnam vets 
who have Mled themselves since the 
war ie greater than the number of 
U-S. soldiery who died in the war. © 




Hundreds of thousands of military veterans 
have ended up living on the streets. © 





Every year, more than a thousand US. 
soldiers and sailors are killed in military 
accidents. They are b urned -to death in 
fires at sea, crushed by tanks, and 
blown up by practice artillery -fire. 



of planes in 
hi^h wind, 

and crash 

in unsafe 
Helicopters, 



„ i r^ni 






I 



These are all victims of 
Wash in atom’s addiction to 

-•I - A - J .1 



militarism. And there are more 
victim^,.. 



Of course, nobody Is born with 3 desire to be 
humiliated and treated like a ''grunt’,’ much 
less to be Ml-ed. So indoctrination into 
the culture of militarism starts early. 



/ 




< #a r)q/ 0 anaT^ 

VouVe dead/. 







High school principals lock the doors and Hi re. 
armed guards, supposedly t> protect the kids 
■from drug dealers, pimps, and c+her dangerous 
characters. But they roll out -the red earpef 
for -the most dangerous characters of all - 
the. military recruiters. 











The recruiters, who are notguife as 
honest as used car salesmen, come 
armed with slick brochures and glossy 
promises 

Just sign here and 
I you’ll get money -for ' 
college and we’ll train 

\ V you to be a nuclear physicist/ 





The ones who end up on the 

i 1 ^ i- r . 1 - 1 



college. Almost all 0 + tnem are \ c 
■from working-class -families, ' v "-- 

and a disproportionate number 
are African Americans, Mexican Americans, 
Bierto Ricans, Native Americans, 
and other rational minorities. 

As a result, its mostly the poor 
who die on the battlefield 



Thafs why 22% 
of U.S. casualties 

in Vietnam were 
0/ack soldiers. , 



£ven though 
Blacks 
only make up 
Ylia of the US. 
population. 



E==i 

0:0 







M y daddy hold 
me 'I c.o\M serve 
my country better 
bv qoirtq +0 

v law School/ / 




Maria Co+io spake out against this 
irtjostia.fi. Her bro+her was killed in the 
Persian (Sulf War": 



' 1 saw them on television 
saying they were spending 
billions on this. 1 saw them 
on Wall Street and the y were 
cheering. 1+ was sick, they 
Were cheering like it was 



CWt they know it \ 
means people will die? 
Not them. Not their 
■families. Not their kids. 
People like my brother.” 




Ismael Corto, 
n years old, 



Arabi a, 
Jan. W9l 



Others 

reap the 
beneti-H 






Over loo.ooo companies -feed at the Rjrvtajen'hiough, But 
the Wg money goes to a handful of huge corporations. 

/^ta+he way AT ^ 1999 Pentagon Con+rac+S 

\ 1 was here -first/ A \ 5^ — 




The -families that own these corporations owe their 
wealth t> the fentdgorfc generosity with your tar mone 
5 othey don’t mind $Harirtg a li-HW with their -friends 
and benefactors in Washington. ^ 

/ here’s 

f thef^nt; 



-the only 
place uoucan 
sell a ( 3 +boH- 
-fcr 420+3/ 





DiT Cheney, George W. Bushs Wee -President an d chief 
advisor is one of the politicians who has made a very 

^arCCroot of promoting the military -indusirfal 
complex After presiding over the Gulf \Nar as Defense 
Secretary under George W.'s father, Cheney was named 
CEO of Halliburton, Inc. As the worlds biggest oil 
services firm w'+h a Kuge 9takt irt the Middle East, Halliburton 
was a major beneficiary of the Gulf War. H- is also a biy 
military contractor, raking in btlUans -for building military 
bases and providing battlef ield services. Under Cheney, 
Halliburton’ 5 government contracts increased sharply. 



knew we we re 




getting the rtgflf 
guy -for the job/ 







Cheney wa s rewarded 
hdndsom^, pocketing 
millions in s afar y and 
stock options every year. 
He ended upas HalliborWs 
largest" individual 

stockholder, with a $45 
million stake. 




Cheney was also invited to serve on the boards of tw o other huge 
war contractors, TRW and EDS. His wife, Lynn, joined -Hie board 
of Lockheed- Martin. After Cheney returned-to the White House 
in 2ooi, Lockheed- Martin was awarded the biqqett pktm in 
the history of war contracts — a deal to manufacture 
the neyt generation of fighter jets worth hundreds of 
billions of dollars. It’s no wonder the Cheneys are among the 
most 3Vf< 1 champf&ns of the ft ‘War' on Terrorism.” 



In the "front lines of the pro -War crowd you will find an assortment of bankers, corporate 
executives, politicians and generals. If you ask them why they are so fond of going to 
war they will give you noble and selfless reasons 
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Militarism and the Media 





Its not surprising, th ereWfi, -fhat 
most people are less enthusiastic 
about ^oing to war than the 
war profiteers are. 





p dirvf / Sources 

monstrous reported 

pictures today that 

°f +he 1 

enemy eats babies 

of +he \ -for dinner: 




IV 





Since -the days of William Randolph 
Hear st, -the pro -war message has 
been delivered +o the people by 

the news media. 






Bu+ it was after Worlo War I that 
-fhe press, the radio networks, and th* 
fledgling television industry b ecSme 
■fully integrated into the newly 
emerging military -industrial com pi" 



Buy a 

Liberty 
Bond 






- - 



J* el v h 

furnish 

fleSinfWsI 



0 /War 





With the Cold War getting under way, this complex had its work oA out 
4 or it; Charles Wilson, Chairman of the &oard of General Electric Cwhom 
Truman had just appointed to head the Office of Defense Mobilization), 

Spelled out what this work was in a speech to the Newspaper Publishers 
Association m 1950= — _ . 

If the people were not convinced Cthat 
^ / free World is in mortal danger J it would be impossible 

( f° r Congress to vote the vast Sums now being 
J|||jp _ \ | S>pent to avert -(-his danger: With the support of 

public opinion, as marshalled by the press, we 
Mlf "'^\ 3 Mr 7 are off -to 3 good start. It is our joi> — yours 
7 ^ / / /Pj \ and mine— -to keep our people convinced thaf / 

i V ; .wXy Y '^ £ on ty ^ ee P disaster away -from our / 

\ - r / chores is +0 build Up America’s might. ” / 



Charles Wilson and his 
cronies at 6£ were, of 
course, very eager -to see 
a massive military build up. 




GE is the country's third - largest military corrfr actor, 
raking in billion* of dollar* every year. If produces 
parf* -for every nuclear weapon in the 0-6. arsenal, make* 
jet engines -for military aircraft, and creates all kinds 
of profitable electronic gadgets for the Pentagon . Its also 
the company that secretly released million* of curies of 
deadly radiation -from 4m Hanford nuclear weapons faci li+y 
in Washington state and produced -faulty nuclear power 
plant* that dot the 0.6. countryside. 



A member in 
good Standing 
^Rmight add/ 





From Vi|i\sons time, GE 

has been very concerned 
with making use of the 
media. In 1454 it hired 
a floundering aeter 
named Ronald Reagan to 
be its corporate spokesman. 
It furnished Ron and 
Nancy with an all-electric 
house, and Ron with his 
own TV show called 
« GE Tfieater. ” 



It also furnished 
Reagan with 
"The Speech,” 

GE’s political 
message for 
America, and 
Sent him around 
the country to 
deliver rt. He's 
been delivering 
variations of 
"The Speech" 
ever since. 




Meanwhile, GE 
was busy 
buying op TV 
and rad io 
stations across 
the country. 








Then, in It06, 


f Good evening, 


GE bought 


j I'm Xm Brokaw \ 


its own TV 


( and this is the ">-* 


network — 


V MBc Nightly Mews. J 


NBC 


0 






Charles Wilson would be pleased with MBc's programming. The network is 
vert/ good at marshalling Public opinion along just the lines he suggested 
And NBC is not alone. 700 get just* about the Same message no 
matter what channel gou turn + 0 . 



Our game p/an is 
right on schedule... 



Our game p/an is 
right on schedule... 



Our game p/an is 
right on schedule- 






After the Persian Gulf Wan', one of 
the Bush Administration’s -top war 
planners spoke to 3 group of 
prominent journalists and thanked 
them for their help. 



It sure was. We were treated to 
live. 24-hour war coverage. 
Sponsored fey b**on and General 
Electric an 3 cleaned by the 

Pentagon. 



T r 



” TO evision wasd \ 
our chief tool j 
in selling j 
\^oorj^ 

|lk P-ichad Hass, 

¥ Hk National “Security 
A Council , l?9i 

d (S) 









When it comes to war, -the networks discard alt 

pretenses of object ivity . 

C^3oir ib em back/ Bomb ’em back / Wwwwav back/ 





Lawrence Grossman, vdio 
was in charge of PBS and 
NBC News for many years, 
described +f)e role of the 
press this way; 

/*The job of -die Resident 
' is to set -the agenda and 
the job of the press is to 

follow tbe agenda that tb 
v leaderstiD sets. 



Nvby do all the. networks sound the same? Why are they 
■ill consumed by war -fever every time tbe White House 
decides to send troops oversees? 



r 

Maybe its yof 
something to 
do with who 

.controls them 



'The television news media are owned by some of -Hie largest corporations in tbe country. 
N6C, AS we have seen, is owned by GE, CSS is owned by Viacom, ^6c is owned by Disney, 
and CNN is owned by AoLTime Warner "tbe members of +be boards of directors of -these 

powerful corporations also sit on -the boards of weapons marwfaNtiers _ 

and other companies with vested interests around t He world such /^Our networks tell yw? N 
-as Sun Microsystems, £D5, Lucent Technologies, Prudential, etc. (^everything you heedtokiw*, 

O ® IPPIIVI 91 lj& kp 

XEROX JPMorganChase HfHi HfflllH ftarnntt citibank ? 



^amott CITIBANK? 




Most of the- news available to us — about war and pea^e and 
everything else - is -filtered through -the perspective of the 
corporate news media. The government and -the news media 
obviously have a powerful influence on public opinion. 



But their influence 
is not as complete 
as they might hope 



Everyone is rallying^ 
behind the President 



HmmriwOo 
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Chapter 7 

Resisting Militarism 




Lets go track to Char lee Wilson’s 
era, when he 2nd -the media were 
mob ill ring support -for -the 
Kw*e»n Vfer At A ret they were 
very successful. But- despite 
-their impressive efforts, -the 
support didn't last long. /After 
the body bags started coming 
home, the majority of people 
turned against the war 




"The government and the media once again 
did their best t© whip op support fdr the 
war in Vietnam. Buf as the war escalated, 
tfi& greatest anti -war movement in 0.6. 
history arose. At first, the opposition 
was small but determined. 









£?ot opposition 
grew by 
leaps and 
te nds as 
people began 
to learn what 
was going on 
in Vietnam. 

$y W 
there were 
130, COO 
people, 
inarching on 
WasHmerhon, 

ard milfions 
more marching 
in cities 
across the 
country. 




in May Iffo, after police and Matronal Guard troops 

fired on anti -war* <dfemon 5 tra*Kons , Killing tour 
students at Kent State in Ohio and two students at 
Jackson State in Mississippi, Students set 400 
"' versifies across the country went on strike - 

e -first eral student strike In US. history. (S) 



um 

the 




Vi/hen police shot 2nd killed three people Juriny 
the Chicane Moratorium against the war m 
A ug usf J*?7I , a rebellion raged through 
East U>$ Angeles -fcr three days. < 

ULHHR Cnm Tc . 
LlHPERlHLI 5 hu Pft 

Many ubehthdi Ns 






© 






Even more 5eri aos -for 
the F^nfa^n, discipline 
was breaking down 
among the troops in 
Vietnam. The so/diers 
Saw no reason -fo -fight, 
and they would n't. 

?/ ^ en d of the 

’60s, a virtual civil 

war “simmered between 
Sold iers and officers- 
A U.S. military expert 
warned the f^rtagon 
about -the state 
of its army: 




W 



' w [&y] every conceivable 
indicator, our army that \ 
now remains in Vietnam 
is in a state approaching 
collapse, with individual 
on its avoiding or having refused 
combat? murdering their officers 
and non ' commissioned officers, 
drug -ridden and dispirited 
\ where not near mutinous.’' / 



Col- Robert He ini, 
U.5.M.C. retired, 1971 



1 4,000 people were 
arrested when they 
moved -fo shut down 
V&sfcngiwv, D.C.,-iV 
three day-5 in 1771. 

/ It was the\ 
largest mass 
flrr&rf in US. ' 

K historu/ /f i’ 





o3\ // 



Record numbers of soldiers and 
sailor's deserted or went AWOL 
Organized resistance was 
developing among the troops. 
Hundreds of underground &U 
newspapers were springing up 
at bases sroomi the OS. and 
around the world. Contingents 
of sold iers and sailors were 
marching at -die head of 
anti - war demonstrations. 



5o]diers coming home 
Tom Vietnam were telling 
+hc country about the 
hoiro r*4 of the war and 
they were organizing to 
6-fop if, in April ig7i, 
more than a thousand 
Vietnam veterans 
gathered at -the Capitol 
Building in Washington 
and threw back the 
medals they had 
received in the war 

© 





Hie anti -war movement, together with the- 
Struggles waged by African Americans, La+inc 
Native Americans, And other oppressed peoples 
in the U. 5 ., and the women’s liberation 
movement were opening people’s eyes to a 
whole system of injustice 




The growing opposition to the 
war p/ayed an important role in 
convincing the government that 

it had *te p*»ll out of Vietnam. 



©"'"[V weakest chink 
/ in our armor is American ^ 
1 public opinion. Our people 
wont stand firm in the- "face 
, of heavy losses, and they ( , 
\can bring down the governmer©/ 



President 
Lurvlon Johnson, 
me> 



mp 



As a result of the Vietnam Y/ar, abroad 


/Cortt / / 


anti- militarist sentiment developed 


/ talk about j (J 


among the American people, which | 

was derisively called the 
Syndrome 1 * in official circles- 


1 that L 


l dreadful p I' 


\ disease / J f 




CM 





wiien George H. sent trtwps /Soon +he street* 

l. it. n. ir> r I n.n i ..t 



to the. Fkrsi an &v\ f, 
people were very 
apprehe nsive. The 
majority did not want 
+o go to war'. 

A powerful anti-war 
movement grew more 
<guicMy than ever 
before in US. history. 



were •Pilled wi+h 
demonstrat ions. 











After the bomb -5 started dropping, 
the pro ' war media blitz convinced 
many people that they shouldn't 
oppose the war because they might 
be endangering U, 6 . troops. 




George -Hie Elder knew He Hadt> 
+He warguithiy and with 
few U.s. casualties or the people 
would -him against ft When ' Iraq 
chose +o withdraw ra-fher than 
-fight and the war* ended wifb a 

one-sided Slaughter, 0 ush 

was eupnorjc. J 






George W- 8ush seems -to be out 
to test his -father’s proposition. 
He has promised us alorv^ and 
bloody War on. Terrorism wi+h 
lots of casualties. The war in 
Atfcjh&ntotan, he has declared, 
is ‘■'■JoSf -H\e beginning of the 
war against terror. ” 



"There's a variety of 
-theaters So long as 
anybody's -terror i ting 
established government?, 
there needs to be 3 War” 



George W. Busb 
October 17 , looi 



hrr %) 

l/A^ 



If Bush is serious, 
we may be facing 
an endless war. 
Terrorist tactics 
have been around 
3s long as war and 
are unlikely to 
disappear in our 
lifetimes. Maybe 
Bush’s language 
is simply rhetorical 
excess. But its 
also possible he 
and his advisors 
envision 3 n era 
of unirvtenbpted 
war-fare, in which 
one country after 
another v\n II be 
targeted ’for 
tombing. 

/which will\ 

/ make 05 the \ 
I target* of more 1 
Xretaliatibn/y 



If seem? that Dick Cheney, +»r 01 
is ready far this. Emerging from hi 
secret boftfcer, he warned that the 
"War on Terrorism” would go on for a 
long time. — — 

-1^ (\ / It may 

\ W never tri At 

\X* least not in our 



As part of this endless war; 
he declared, we have to be 
prepared for 

Ongoing /" For thefirst\ 

terrorist / time in our 
attack s^@j history we wll 
" ’ probably suffer 

mote capoltios 

here at home 

than will 




This means, ^ 
he said, that 
we have to get 
used -fo invasive 
security measures 
and sacrifice 
civil liberties. 






We’re going +° have to take 
steps... that'll become 3 
permanent part of cor Way of lil 







mllUlTlriTn 



Ch€HfcU, 
Oc .+. 2oot 



MAMA 





After September il, Americans were stunned by -Hie horror of 
the terrorist attacks. Bush’s bellicose Words resonated among 
many. Butasthe^W&ronlfirrorisrn’^goes on, wr'l/ this initial support- 
last longer than it did during the Korean and Vietnam Wars? 
Even Bush worries that it wont. 

A "People are Qoina fo get tired ) 
of the War on "Terrorism ”) 



George W- ©osh, October 17 , loo l 








Bush •and Cheney offer 
us ^veryyim vision of 
-Hie future - War, which 
wiil provoke more 
terrorist attacks, which 
w»il be met with more 
war, which will inspire 
rnore terrorism. SettfitU 
people w'il nH be 
willing 1/ draped down 
this path of violence 
And retaliation. 




TKousatiJs march -ta> protest U.S- war pans 
for Afghanistan, Washington, D.C-, Sept, loot 



The War on Terror i sm” 
continues an inglorious 
history cf mili tar i $m . 
Mfli tarfSm is the bloody 
attendant of femora/ 
Vo we really want to 
■allow this Tradition 
to continue, ? 




As they whip up war 

•ffevfir anA ask you ta per 

your life on the line, whether in 
•a bombtr in the skies over the 
Middle East or as % potential 
bomb tfctim in New Yor k, 

•ask yourself... 











And who's ^oing -fo die? 





Kick out the 
war junkies/ 







Listed below are some of the many groups conducting anti -militarist education and organizing anti- 
war activities in the U.S. Feel free to contact any of them. 



American Friends Service Committee 

1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102 
Tel: 215-241-7000; Fax: 215-241-7177 
Email: afscinfo@afsc.org 
Website: www.afsc.org 

Founded in 1917, AFSC is a Quaker organization that 
includes people of various faiths committed to peace and 
humanitarian service. 

Central Committee of Conscientious Objectors 
1515 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102 
Tel: 215-563-8787; Toll Free: 1-800-NOfROTC 
G.I Rights Hotline: 1-800-394-9544 
Website: www.objector.org 

The CCCO promotes individual and collective resistance 
to war and preparations for war. It has been active since 
1948. 

Global Peace Campaign 

1047 Naka, Kamogawa, Chiba, Japan 296-01 1 1 
Tel: 81-470-97-1011; Fax: 81-470-97-1215 
Email: yumik@awa.or.jp 
Website: www.peace2001.org 

GPC supports anti-war education in the United States 
and Japan. 

Global Exchange 

2017 Mission Street #303 

San Francisco, CA 94110 

Tel: 415-255-7296; Fax: 415-255-7498 

Website: www.globalexchange.org 

Global Exchange conducts corporate accountability 

campaigns, anti-war work, and green economy 

promotion. 

International Action Center 

39 W. 14th St. #206, New York, NY 10011 
Tel: 212-633-6646; Fax: 212-633-2889 
Email: iacenter@iacenter.org 
Website: www.iacenter.org 

IAC provides information and organizes resistance to 
U.S. militarism, war, and corporate greed. 

Not in Our Name 

Tel: 212-969-8058 

Email: info@notinourname.net 

Website: www.notinourname.net 

N10N is a creative coalition of anti-war activists that has 
grown into one of the most formidable resistance efforts 
since the Vietnam War. 



Peace Action 

1819 H. Street NW, Suite #420 and #425, Washington, DC 
20006 

Phone: 202-862-9740; Fax: 202-862-9762 

Website: www.peace-action.org 

Peace Action {formerly SANE/Freeze) works to achieve 

the abolition of nuclear weapons, the development of a 

peace-oriented economy, and an end to the international 

weapons trade. 

Teaching for Change 

PO Box 73038; Washington, DC 20056 

Toll Free: 1-800-763-9131 

Tel: 202-588-7204; Fax: 202-238-0109 

Email: tfe@teachingforchange.org 

Website: www.teachingforchange.org 

Teaching for Change promotes social and economic 

justice through public education. 

Veterans for Peace 

438 N. Skinker 

St. Louis, MO. 63130 

Tel: 314-725-6005 

Email: vfp@igc.org 

Website: www.veteransforpeace.oig 

VFP is an organization of men and women who served in 

the military and who now work toward abolishing war. 

War Resisters League 

339 Lafayette Street 

New York, NY 10012 

Tel: 212-228-0450 

Email: wrl@warresisters.org 

Website: www.warresisters.org 

WRL is a pacifist organization founded in 1923. It 
produces educational resources (including ‘The 
Nonviolent Activist’ magazine) and works in coalition 
with other peace and justice groups. 

Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom 

1213 Race Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107 

Tel: 215-563-7110 

Fax: 215-563-5527 

Email: wilpf@wilpf.org 

Website: www.wilpf.org 

WILPF works to achieve world disarmament, full rights 
for women, racial and economic justice, and an end to all 
forms of violence. 




